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Reasons for Allowance 



The diastereomeric salts according to claims 7-10 of the instant application are 
novel. A method for producing optically active flurbiprofen comprising mixing racemic 
flurbiprofen and a chiral 3-methyl-2-phenylbutylamine and subsequently separating the 
resulting the diastereomeric salts is also novel (claims 1-6). Closest art (US 5,599,969) 
teaches preparation of phenylpropionic acids, which flurbiprofen is a member of, via 
resolution of diastereomeric salts. However, '969 uses a-methylbenzylamine or lysine 
as the chiral amine component of the salt, which are structurally different from 3-methyl- 
2-phenylbutylamine that is utilized in the instant invention. Substituting one amine for 
the other is not obvious and lacks motivation because it would affect the relative 
solubility of the diastereomeric salts and therefore the resolution of the two 
stereoisomers. 




